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Brief Review of the Code(s)

Sources for Information



Military

OEM

Service and 
Replacement

1946 1950 1954 1958 1962 1966 1970 1974 1978 1982 1986

Military Green No Logo

Green OEM Continue 3 Digit Code 1986

Philips Blue

1988

Open Date Coding Service/Replacement to Yellow 1986 1988

Philips Blue

1980 1988Philips Blue

3# Date Codes
1954

Lower Case Special  2L Font at j
1962

Revised Lower Case 2L Font at j
1974

4# Date Codes
1960

Start Slanted Sylvania
1979

End Slanted Sylvania
1983

Start 2 Digit Capital Letter 
Date Code

1954

Letter C Appears
1/1960

GTE Acquires Sylvania 

1959

GTE Identity Branding Bent Y, Black GTE 
logo on boxes

1971

Sylvania Logo Retired

1971

Philips Purchase Sylvania 

1/1/1981

Begin Postwar Open Date Coding

1/1/1946

End Production

8/1/1988



Evolution of the 
2 character date 

code

1. First Style of capital letter 
date code, 1954-1962

2. Second style, unique sans 
serif, start 1962 until 
gradual changeover in 
1974

3. Third style, serif format 
used until end of 
production.  Note 
appearance of ECG.



Evolution of the 
Sylvania Brand 

marking

1. Early version, straight lettering, 
Sylvania “Thunderbolt” triangle 
logo.

2. Thicker lettering, GTE logo style 
with Bent Y, Sylvania logo 
dropped – 1971.

3. Slanted font 1979- 1983.  In later 
years, successive owners of 
Sylvania name continue use of this 
font style to the present.



Sources of Information

• Previous decoding of date codes of other 

manufacturers, RCA, GE, European Codes

• Thousands of tubes

• Publications, Sylvania’s own and 

Commercial

• United States Patent and Trade Office

• Tube Boxes

• eBay



Thousands of Tubes
Crossovers from other manufacturers
First breakthrough with RCA.  Many others to follow, GE, 

Mullard, Philips–Amperex, Holland.

Harmonization within Sylvania



Publications
Newspapers

Sylvania built a state of the art tube 
manufacturing plant in Altoona, PA in 
1958.  That facility played a major role in 
the economics of the area to the end of 
production.  Sylvania activities were 
reported in detail by the Altoona Mirror.

Sylvania’s own Publications



Sylvania’s own Publications
Tube Characteristics Copr. 1959

Subsidiary of GT&E

7 Manufacturing Centers

Sylvania News



Commercial Publications

Major source of information on 
Sylvania during GTE ownership

Study of endgame strategies for withdrawal 
from dying markets. Copyright 1980, 
reprinted 2003.  Vacuum tubes pages 59-104.



United States Patent and Trade 
Office



Tube Boxes
Long standing relationship with Eureka Paper Box Company in Williamsport

Correct tube in this box would have to be marked 
Philips ECG and dated after Dec. 1984

Two tube boxes, pre GTE Corp. identity 
change in 1971 on left, after rebranding on 
right.



eBay
An Incredible Coincidence and Validation

Date notation with greater granularity 

than the date code provides.

fl code = “bakers dozen” allowance


