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WHY RECORDS?

RECORDS HAVE CAPTURED SOME OF THE BEST MUSIC AND 
PERFORMANCES OF ALL TIME!



Not all turntables are created equally

Good

Bad



Two Types

All-in-one Component

Thorens TD-160

Garrard 301



Advantages of all-in-one –

•  “matched” components

•  plug-and-play

•  cost i.e., usually less expensive

Disadvantages –

•  performance is not at the highest levels

- when found (yard sales, Goodwill, etc.) 

not in best condition

- Not upgradeable (for the most part)

- parts hard to find

- repair is expensive



Some of the quality all-in one tables can achieve very good results, however 

for the better ones the prices are rising with the new vinyl revival.

Such examples include Dual models 1019 and 1219, Empire, Thorens TD-160, 

and the Technics 1200-series turntables.

The Thorens TD-160 is showing a huge jump in price and mods are becoming 

available for this table.



One of the first “hi-fi” turntables was the AR turntable and was the first 

introduction for many hi-fi enthusiasts to a good record player.  However it was 

not all that good then or now.  It was also a table that introduced a new 

paradigm for turntables to follow, particularly the Rega tables.

These too are going up significantly in price with numerous mods and upgrades, but this is just 

another case of putting lipstick on a pig as there is a minimal ROV and performance.



Advantage of components -

•  can match the best new turntables

•  readily available components

•  diy-able construction

•  large community of builders

•  increases knowledge base

•  bang-for-buck

•  highest fidelity playback (?)

Disadvantages –

•  some components very expensive!

•  chasing perfection!

•  when only the best will do!



Two classes of component turntables –

•  vintage hi-fi consumer turntables, includes the Garrard 301/401, 

Thorens TD-124, & many Rek-o-Kut turntables, such as the Rodines (belt-

drive) and idler drive versions.

Garrad 301, Thorens TD-124, Rek-O-Kut

These range from expensive ($2000+) to affordable (<$500).



Broadcast turntables, including Russco, Rek-o-Kut, EMT, Gates, and others.  

These turntables can help achieve amazing results when properly restored and 

care is chosen with tonearm choices and cartridges.



Rek-o-Kut, American Steel!



Gates CB-77



EMT 948



Telefunken, oh my!



The official MAARC turntable



What, you thought I was kidding?



Many of the broadcast-type turntables 

would have come without a tonearm, 

allowing the user or broadcast facility 

to chose the one most suitable for their 

application.  Also, some of these tables 

did see service in hi-fi systems, 

particularly the Rek-o-Kut tables, which 

had both a commercial line and a 

consumer line.  Now, most of these old 

broadcast tables have been repurposed 

to serve as a high-quality turntable in a 

high fidelity system.  Many of these 

tables make great monophonic systems, 

but several, such as the Russco/QRK 

tables were used in studios that 

broadcast in stereo and used the Micro-

Trak wood tone arm and Stanton 500 

and Shure M-44 cartridges.



Examples of some vintage tone arms



The one that started the Gold Rush…

The Jean Nantais Lenco and Arthur Salvatore (high-

endaudio.com)



While many users had stayed with their Garrard 301, even more continued 

with their Thorens TD-124 turntables with SME 3009 tone arms. It was Jean 

Nantais and his modified Lenco turntables that really brought home how good 

these old turntables could be with proper modification and restoration.  This is 

documented on the “Lenco Heaven” webpage.  

Also of importance is the matching of 

tone arms to these vintage tables as 

many tables respond well to classic 

arms, such as the SME 3009/3012, 

the Gray 108,  Micro-Trak 303, and 

many others.



The basics of restoring one of these beauties includes a teardown of the large 

motors often found in these tables, replacement of motor mounts, and the 

installation on large and heavy plinths made from multi-ply Birch plyboard.  

The heavy plinths help in reducing rumble in these tables and add stability to 

those tables having thin or small metal plinths, such as the Rek-o-Kuts.  This has 

become such an important feature of rebuilding that there are vendors on 

ebay that make and sell plinths for your favorite table!



Finally, matching a proper tonearm to the table is important as from many sources it is 

recommended to use a heavier tonearm, such as the Gray 108, with an older broadcast 

turntable.  Also, the use of a vintage cartridge, such as the Stanton 500 and the Shure M-44 is 

recommended, especially for use in the SME and Micro-Trak arms.  Also popular is the classic 

Denon DL-103 cartridge as well as more modern-production mono cartridges.  Proper matching 

of a low-compliance cartridge in a heavy tone arm is a must for best sound.



The sounds played in heaven!





RESTORING THE DUAL 1219 TURNTABLE



When only the best will do!


